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H. E. Swezey & Son, Ine. 
GENERAL TRUCKING 
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Telephones 
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Hall 


A Private Sanitarium for 


Nervous and Mental! Diseases 
$1 Leuden Ave. Amityville 
Tel. 53 Amityville 














Farmingdale 
Individual Laundry 
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The Great Austin Corbin 
John Tooker 


To the present generation of 
Long Islanders the name of Austin 
Corbin, a financial genius of the 
nineteenth century and president 
of the Long Island Railroad for 
fifteen years, means nothing. It is 
time that we knew something of the 
man who could vision New York 
City with millions instead of thou- 
sands of inhabitants, Long Island 
as its playground, and who was 
willing for twenty years to devote 
his time, talents and capital to make 
that vision a reality. The biogra- 





BRAKES RELINED 
on Passenger Cars and Trucks 
Power Brake Sales Service 
Suffolk County Brake Service 
174 Medford Ave. Patchog 
Tel. 1722 








FURNITURE 
S. B. HORTON CO. 
(Established 1862) 
321 Main St. Greenport 
Tel. 154 




















G. ERNEST BARKER 
Amityville 
Texaco Products 














SUNRISE 


Division Household Fuel Corp 


‘Blue Coal’ 


Fuel Oil 


Amityville Farmingdale 
1060 12 


Lindenhurst 
178 























Montauk Light 
Corwin Planned Port Nearby 


phies of Austin Corbin and his 
younger brother Daniel Chase 
Corbin, read like what they really 
are, success stories. 

Austin Cerbin, son of Austin and 
Mary Chase Corbin, and a direct 
descendant of Clement Corbin who 
settled in Connecticut in the first 
half of the seventeenth century, 
was born at Newport, New Hamp- 
shire on July 11, 1827. Although his 
parents were wealthy and had a 
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NICHOLS 
RUG CLEANING 
Freeport 
86 E. Sunrise Highway Tel. 8-1212 
Rug and Furniture Cleaning 




















Our Specialty 
PRESCRIPTIONS 
POLSKY’S PHARMACY 


197 Bway. Tel. 515 Amityville 














Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1085 Islip 














Loans on Bond and 
Mortgage 
Deposits Aecepted by Mail 
First National Bank of Islip 
Member Fed. Deposit Insurance Corp. 




















PHONOGRAPHS 
SUFFOLK AND NASSAU 
AMUSEMENT CO. 


Tel. 2393 Patchogue 








FURNITURE 
Frigidaire 
Home Appliances 
Englander & Simmons 
Sleep Products 
BROWN'’S 
Storage Warehouse 


Your Furniture and Appliance Store 
185 Maple St. Phone 31 ISLIP, L. 1. 
Established 1919 
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MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 


At the Triangle Amityville 
Tel. Amityville 212 














LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Busses For Hire 
Phone Amityville 225 


Near Amityville Depot 
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Old (Phurch eV¥Cusic in 


This is the 400th anniver- 

sary of the printing of 
Old Hundredth in Christian 
hymnals—that superb doxol- 
ogy tune of all churches. Until 
one hundred years ago the 
tune appeared as a melody 
written along on one staff of 
music and sung in unison. 
Now all hymn books present it 
in harmony suitable for the 
usual four voices. 

There was a time when the 
Presbyterian Church of Free- 
port sang Old Hundredth in 
unison— men, women and 
childen singing the tune with- 
out harmonies. 

Before any congregation 
had formerly organized in 
what is now Freeport, the 
minister of Christ First Pres- 
byterian Church in Hemp- 
stead, Dr. Sylvester Wood- 
bridge, Jr., held a Sunday 
afternoon service in the Free- 
port one-room school. This 
building stood at the inter- 
section of Main and Church 
Streets, the site now indicated 
by the cannon. A medical doc- 
tor, Dr. J. Davidson, drove the 
minister down to Freeport 
each Sunday. He did not drive 
just for the ride but led the 
singing before and during the 
service. His hymn book was 
his own copy of the Psalter, 
a collection of psalms with a 
melody indicated. 

If that Psalter of Dr. Dav- 
idson were in existence today, 
| have no doubt the one hun- 
dreth psalm would be the tune 
we now identify as the Dox- 
ology or Old Hundredth. After 
harmonies were added to‘the 
tune and it had been placed 
in the hymnals, it continued to 
be assigned page number one 
hundred. Up until the present 
generation of hymn books an 
organist could always rely on 
the Doxology being found on 
page 100, if he needed the 
music in a hurry. 

The Freeport Presbyterians 
organized their church in 
1840, one hundred and eleven 


Julian Denton Smith 


au County Historical 
waciety 


Secretary Na 


years ago. At that date penny 
postage had just been intro- 
duced, and Martin Van Buren 
occupied the White House. In 
this early church the singing 
was pitched by a tuning fork. 
The song leader used his tun- 
ing fork with a flourish. He 
whacked it against the thick 
part of his shoe or boot, claim- 
ing that a knock on leather 
produced a more mellow vi- 
bration in the fork than could 
be had from any other object. 
With exaggerated grace he 
brought the butt end of the 
fork down on a slate, a table 
top or against a window pan 
to gain a sounding board tr 
intensify and magnify the 
sound. He hummed the tons 
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Cfreeporr~ 


of the fork and, when every- 
one had picked up the pitch, 
he started off on the first line 
of the psalm. 

From 1853 to 1855 a minis- 
ter named Henry B. Burr serv- 
ed the church. His wife owned 
and played a melodian—a 
cross between the present-day 
Salvation Army field organ 
and a reed organ. Every Sat- 
urday evening a few men mov- 
ed the melodian on a wheel- 
barrow from the manse to the 
church. There it produced 
music and led the singing for 
the Sunday services and after 
the final hymn came home by 
wheelbarrow. 

When Dr. Burr moved on, 
the church either bought the 
melodian from his wife or pur- 
chased a new one—the record 
is not clear on this point. (The 
lines of thought in many old 


Old Time Watts Hymnal 


dean and tit whale 


Served: and repenting, 
“he crie! unto the Lord, 
and at the « >) of three 
days, at th: command 
of tie Lord, the fish 
vomited up Jonah op 
dry land 
In Persia, daring the 
reign of king Abasucres, 
dwelt wany Jews or le 


Sunday School Book of Early 1800's 
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church records are difficult to 
follow and piece together, for 
what church clerk a hundred 
years ago would dream any- 
one might be interested a cen- 
tury later in the things he la- 
boriously penned about his 
church!) The church, how- 
ever, has not been without an 
organ of some sort from Dr. 
Burr’s time to the present. 

No doubt the congregation 
found the melodian too small 
for the expansive auditorium 
of the new church erected in 
1860, the present edifice. The 
melodian had been placed in 
the choir balcony at the rear 
of the church, too far from 
the congregation. So a new or- 
gan was bought. Structurally 
it was a large reed organ with 
more force and volume than 
the melodian and required a 
boy to pump the wind by a 
lever at the side. The melodi- 
an had been pumped by two 
pedals beneath the feet of the 
organist. An entry in the 
church records shows that in 
1879 the organ had _ been 
tuned at a cost of $2, a pretty 
good price for those days! 
Probably this marks the first 
tuning since the instrument 
had been installed. 

There was another reason 
for a new organ being pur- 
chased for the church. The 
Elizabeth Carman Memorial 
Chapel had been erected in 
1875 and it needed a musical 
instrument to handle all types 
of services held in the build- 
ing. So the old melodian came 
out of the choir loft and was 
placed in the chapel. 

In those days Sunday 
School pienics were really hol- 
idavs. The Freeport Presby- 
terians held their picnics in a 
grove up toward Ruin Point 
(Roosevelt). They went there 
year after year. No band led 
the parade, but they had mu- 
sic. The old melodian was al- 
ways set up on a farmwagon, 
a horse hitched up, and the 
organist played all the way to 
the grove. The wagon must 
have been well greased and 
watered or the creaks, squeaks 
and groans, as it rolled along, 
would have outdone the most 


Continued on next page 
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BUICK 


SALES SERVICE PARTS 


Suffolk County’s Largest Selection of 
GUARANTEED USED CARS 


Ande-McEwan Motors, Inc. 


Tel. Bay Shore 2 228 East Main St., Bay Shore 
WE BUY USED CARS FOR CASH 














MOTORISTS: Cross the Sound 


Sag Harbor-Orient to New London 
On Large Converted LSM, Radar Equipped 
Two Vessels, Gay Head and Orient 


carrying passengers, pleasure cars and, when space permits, trucks Also 


special runs for truck 


Send for Complete Schedule 


New London Freight Lines, Inc. 
Eastport 320 Orient 1010 

















Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 


Panther Albatross Mallard 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy, the Air Force 


and Commercial Users 











THE PBST NAT BANG 


OF BAY SHORE 
128 West Main Street Bay Shore, N. Y. 
Aamber Federa! Depestt mar sace Corporation Stove fewe ol Meseres Squtcm 
Eree Town Parking Field ia Our Block 
Bank by Mail Open Friday Nights 6:30 to 8 
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Old Church Music 


Continued from page 144 


strenuous efforts of the organ- 
ist at the melodian. 

The organ always was a fea- 
ture of the picnics because it 
led the “sing” without which 
a picnic would have been as 
nothing. The “sing” came in 
the early afternoon right after 
the emptied lunch baskets had 
been stowed away and before 
the games commenced. The 
singing thrilled, for our ances- 
tors had early learned that 
group singing never sounds so 
rich and sweet as when made 
and heard under trees. 

At long last the old melod- 
ian came to the end of even its 
“borrowed time” and a piano 
took its place in the chapel. 

A change had occurred in 
the church, too. The Midmer 
Pipe Organ Co., in Merrick, 
had offered to build the church 
an organ for $1700. It would 
be a big one. So everyone set- 
tled down to work and raise 
the money for the organ and 
to build an addition on the 
west end of the church to 
house it in a new choir loft. 

The new two-manual and 
pipe organ was dedicated in 
1901. The cost recorded in the 
church minutes shows as 
$1701.46. The $1.46 covered 
the expenses of the guest-or- 
ganist who played the dedica- 
tory service and the Bergen 
family assumed his fee. The 
Midmer still fills the First 
Presbyterian Church of Free- 
port with music. 

The organ did not always 
look as churchly and dignified 
as it does now. At the turn 
of the century the display 
pipes of church organs ‘vere 
painted to appear more like a 
blaze of fire than anything 
else. The Freeport Presby- 
terians were exactly in style 
with their new organ painted 
in reds, greens, blue, yellow, 
and plenty of gilt. How fortu- 
nate that period in church 
decoration passed away so 
quickly ! 

I must have been nearly 
ten years old when I heard the 
Freeport organ for the first 
time. Each summer I spent a 


week or so with my Grand- 
mother Smith in Freeport. She 
was an active woman in the 
Presbyterian church. We al- 
ways sat in the Smith pew, the 
third from the front and in the 
center. That was the Smith 
seating from the church dedi- 
cation back in 1860. 

Mrs. George T. Van Riper 
was the organist. I'll never 
forget how the chills ran up 
and down my back when she 
would get a hymn to ‘“walk- 
ing” as I called it. She could 
beat any band with “Stand up, 
stand up for Jesus.” It might 
be called ‘swinging’ today, but 
Mrs. Van Riper had a way of 
marking the rhythm on the 
heavy bass notes so that the 
accent fairly leaped along. It 
seemed to me that if the organ 
stopped, the singing would go 
right on—the momentum had 
built up and would have to be 
spent. I have heard the Free- 
port organ many times since 
those kid days, but it has 
never “walked” again. 
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The first person to ask and 
get the use of the Freeport 
Midmer organ for practice was 
a young woman living in 
Amityville. She wanted to 
learr: to play it as her church 
had just bought a pipe organ 
from an Islip church and she 
would be the organist when it 
had been moved and set up in 
Amityville. The practice on 
the Freeport Presbyterian or- 
van must have been all that 
the Amityville young lady, the 
late Miss May Baldwin, needed 
for she served as organist of 
the First Methodist Church of 
Amityville for almost two gen- 
erations. 

As I contemplate the one 
hundred and eleven years of 
music in the First Presbyter- 
ian Church of Freeport, I 
wonder how many times Old 
Hundredth has been sung. The 
total must be in the thousands. 
After four hundred years of 
Old Hundredth is. still 
THE great hymn of praise of 
the Christian church! 


use 








Daniel Raynor Homestead, Freeport, Erected 1783 
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PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR 
SAVINGS 








WE INVITE YOU 


..to open an 
account today.. 
large or small, 
and let it 
earn youa 
fair return 


Bay Shore Federal Savings and Loan Association 
DIVIDEND 23% Per Annum 
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Reminders 





Pleasure Boat Insurance Specialist 
GEORGE C. BARTH 
134A Broadway, next to Post Office 
Amityville Phone 1688 (Res. 855) 


Automotive Supplies 
E. Clayton Smith, jobber. Re- 
placement parts, tools and equip- 
ment. 218-220 East Main Street, 
Babylon. Tel. 551. 


Imperial Washable Wallpapers 
Moore’s Paints and Varnishes, Duco 
and Nu-Enamel, Artists’ Materials. 
Gus Schmidt, 74 East Main St., 
Patchogue. 


Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 





SWEZEY FUEL CO. 
Coal and Fuel Oils 


Patchogue 270 


Port Jefferson 55! 


555 








Farmingdale 
Federal Savings 
came 
Loan Association 
First Mortgage Loans 
Insured Savings 
Interest 2'2% Dividend 
341 Conklin Street 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
Phone Farmingdale 2-0057 
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SPEAKERS 
BUREAU 


Amityville 554 


P. O. Box 805, Amityville 




















Chorum_. 
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better than the average education, 
young Austin did not, until his 
twentieth year, have any more edu- 
cation than the common schools of 
that day afforded. He began work 
in a Boston store when he was 
twenty, and later entered Harvard 
Law School from which he gradu- 
ated in 1849 to practice law, but not 
for long. 

The West was calling for young 
men and in 1851 Austin Corbin 
went to Davenport, Iowa. The firm 
of Macklot & Corbin opened a bank 
there in 1854 which was one of the 
few in the country to come through 
the financial panic of 1857 un 
scathed. When the National Bank- 
ing System was established in 1863 
The First National Bank of Daven- 
port, organized by Corbin, was one 
of the first to receive a charter. 

Corbin removed to New York 
City in 1865 and opened an office 
there under the firm name of Aus- 
tin Corbin & Co., which was 
changed in 1874 to The Corbin 
Banking Co., of 192 Broadway. 
While in New York he was at- 
tracted to the idea of making a 
recreational center of the beach to 
the eastward of Coney Island. A 
Boston paper attributed his inter- 
est to the following incident. Cor- 
bin’s young son was very ill and 
the doctors advised taking him to 
the seashore, so he placed him in 
a small hotel at Coney Island. It 
was while visiting him there that 
his plans fer founding Manhattan 
Beach were made. 

Austin’s five 
from the 


brother Daniel, 
years his junior, came 
West in 1876 where he had been 
engaged in similar enterprises as 
Austin, and joined him in the devel 
opment of Manhattan Beach. A 
railroad was built from Bay Ridge 
to Manhattan Beach in 1877, and 
extended to the East River at 
Quay St., Greenpoint, in 1878. This 
was a narrow gauge road which was 
changed to standard gauge in 1883. 
Two big hotels, The Manhattan 
Beach and The Oriental with sev- 
eral other’ buildings, theater, 
stadium, bandstand, etc., were 
erected at Manhattan sBeach. Daniel 
Corbin returned to the West in 
1882. 

The next question was adequate 
transportation and Austin Corbin 
turned to the L.I.R.R. then in a 
rundown condition in the hands of 
Col. Thomas Sharpe as president 
and receiver. Corbin bought a con- 
trolling interest in December 1880 
end on January 1, 1881 he replaced 
Col. Sharpe as president and re- 
ceiver. In eight months he had dis- 
charged the road’s debts, put it in 
good condition with new 


rails and 


Continued on page 150 





Reminders 





Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s, 
170 Park Ave., Amityville. 


Popular 


Dodge-Plymouth Sales-Service 
Distributors for Firestone Products 
TERRY BROTHERS 
430 W. Main St. Tel. 109 Patchogue 
Funeral Home 
GEORGE C. WHITE 
Established 1894 


34 Park Ave. Tel. 208 Bay Shore 








atG U S PAT OFF. 


STOP in and let us 
demonstrate the 


NEW ZENITH ( —. ) 
ROYAL 


model 


HEARING AID 


In Stock: 


‘Types of Aids 


Batteries for all 


PICKUP & BROWN 
GUILD OPTICIANS 

18 Deer Park Ave. 

Tel. Babylon 927 


Babylon 














RECORDS 


RCA-Columbia- Decca 


Wide Selection of 


POPULAR 
CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 


AMITY RADIO 
For Quality Service on TV 


On the Triangle Amityville 1177 














F. B. POWELL & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Invalid Coach Service 
Amityville, L. L 


Tel. Amityville 172 
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Tohn Gordham, “Harpoon &aker 


SOMETIME back, Forum 
readers enjoyed reading about 
John Fordham, harpoon 
maker of Sag Harbor, as re- 
membered by his son Howard 
N. Fordham of Santa Ana, 
California. There were twelve 
children born to the Sag Har- 
bor Fordhams; only one died 
in infancy, and ten of them 
were hale and hearty at the 
golden wedding anniversary 
of their parents, and they 
smile proudly out of a picture 
of the family group taken at 
that time. They had much to 
be proud of. I have talked with 
daughter Mabel, Mrs. Eggles- 
ton of Southampton, and with 
the late Joe Wright, a son-in- 
law, and I have corresponded 
with Howard Fordham. From 
what they have told me, and 
from village lore, I would like 
to “reminisce” some more 


about this gifted craftsman 
of the whaling days. 


He was born in Riverhead 
in 1831, and at the age of 12 
was “put out” to a Sag Harbor 
blacksmith, Jedediah Ford- 
ham. This arrangement was 
an apprenticeship. The lad was 
“kept”, given clothes and a 
few dollars now and then and 
taught the trade. He slept in 
an attic “with mice and rats 
running over him.” Later on, 
he began to be paid for a day’s 
work. A day’s work was paid 
one dollar! 

However there were “ways” 
even in those days, if one were 
ambitious. It worked this way. 
A certain number of axes 
completed, was considered a 
day’s work. If the young 
worker finished eerly, he was 
asked if he wished another 
day’s work, and so he often 
completed two days work in 
one, and thus he bewan to save 
a little money. While still 
working for Jedediah Conklin, 
he married Harriet Swezey, 
daughter of a traveling watch- 
maker. She must have been a 
wonderful person, the detec- 
tive historian must observe, 


Nancy Boyd Willey 
Village Historicn, Sag Harbor 


because she was remembered 
so fondly by her son-in-law. 
John Fordham is remem- 
bered in Sag Harbor by the 
little house on the corner of 
Union and Madison streets. 
All but four of the children 
were born in it. In recent 
years it has been bought by 
Dr. LeRoy B. Vail who com- 
mented wryly, “the stairway 
must have been made by a 


potatoes will I peel for sup- 
per?” “Better peel as many as 
Mrs. John Fordham’s_ got 
young ’uns.” “Yes, yes, I 
think that’ll be plenty.” 

A later period house, large, 
handsome, and distinguished 
for its woodwork trim, was a 
subsequent residence of the 
Fordham family. It is up Suf- 
folk Street and owned by Mrs. 
Bertha Gardner. 

The blacksmith shop itself 
was at the foot of main street 
close to the famous Long 


The Old Fordham House, Sag Harbor, From Drawing by Pamela Vail 


sewing machine. I don’t 
how the house in its original 
size was big enough for a 
family at all. Two of the 
downstairs rooms were so 
small, we took out a4 partition 
and even then have only a very 
small room.” It 1s a gem of a 
little old house. It is pictured 
in the booklet “Built by the 
Whalers,’ where there is also 
a drawing of one of its win- 
dows, with typical small panes. 
nine over six. Mabel Fordham 
said, “the window in the book- 
let was in our pantry.” 
When the late Miss 
White was asked about the 
Fordhams she recalled the 
day, way back, when she had 
been sewing tor a neighbor. 
“Well, Sophronia, how many 


see 


Ella 


Wharf. Here the blacksmith 
worked with such ingenuity 
and industry that he soon had 
built up a reputation for his 
“irons” that extended to every 
seaport on the coast. While 
whaling voyages were being 
undertaken, which was up un- 
til 1871, he made harpoons, 
cutting spades, lances, barrel 
hoops and an inventory of 
items that must have been 
extensive. 

After whaling, he served 
the remaining fishing enter- 
prises, notably eeling, for 
which he developed a five- 
prong spear, superior to any 
previous one. When the steam- 
boat era came in, his skill was 
no less .sought after, when 
boilers and engines got out of 


147 





LONG ISLAND FORUM 


order. There were times when 
he kept twelve men busy in 
his shop. The late George 
Cunningham recalls doing er- 
rands for him as a boy, and 
carrying harpoon shanks from 
a less skilled blacksmith place 
to Fordham’s for the final 
shaping. Mabel Fordham re- 
members going down there to 
help with the bookkeeping, 
and coming back “all black 
from the soot and dust made 
by the bellows.” 

John Fordham was over six 
feet tall, and handsome, by 
this historian’s standards, 
who, has a weakness for long 
Nordic faces, the kind that 
could take the part of Abra- 
ham Lineoln for the Church 
pageant. And thus it actually 
was: Fordham played Lincoln 
at the Methodist Church 
many times. He was also what 
was called “a local preacher,” 
which meant that he could 
substitute for the regular 
preacher. His religion was 
deep and sincere. Pews were 
purchased in those days, and 
he owned two. They were al- 
ways filled. 

One year he gave every one 
of his children a large hand- 
some Bible, with large litho- 
graph illustrations. He would 
not break the Sabbath. Mabel 
remembers someone coming to 
get a job done on Sunday: “‘Mr. 
Enoch, go right back home. 
I'll talk to you any other time. 
Saturday, I close my shop ’til 
Monday morning.” It was diffi- 
cult in the later days when he 
kept. the steamboats in run- 
ning order. They would beg 
him to come down and put 
bolts in the boilers. “No, that’s 
against my principles. After 
midnight tonight, I'll come 
down and do the work.”’ Once 
he said, “Not on Sunday, if 
you give me the whole boat.” 

“Can you tell us some of the 
stories of whaling that your 
father-in-law told you?” This 
question was put to Joe 
Wright. He said yes, paused 
and then said, “Guess I'd bet- 
ter not. You know it was a 
very funny town in those days, 
they did funny things. When 
I came to this house (this was 
another house on _ Suffolk 
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Street), there was an outhouse 
out there, and guess what it 
was made of—black walnut, 
all black walnut, hinges of 
solid brass. It had been the 
house of a schooner — a 
schooner’s deck cabin. 

‘Well, I do remember some- 
thing he said once, which we 
all thought was funny. In 
those days, a storm would send 
the tide up into the street, and 
once it filled up the shop cel- 
lar. When John Fordham 
came home to lunch, he said, 


“Joe, I’ve got several tons of 


iron and steel floating around 
in my basement.” 








**The Fame Behind the Name”’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


Patchogue 1 Huntington 2304 
Hempstead 3966 Riverhead 2943 


F. Kenneth Harder 
President 


Robert Troup 
Vice-President 
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Son Howard, now nearly 80, 
is a worthy successor to the 
tradition of character and 
craftsmanship which he in- 
herited. As John Fordham 
used to say, “I'll take a little 
more of Long Island, any- 
how.” 











Long Island Books 
Our Specialty 
Out-of-Print Books on all Subjects 
IRA J. FRIEDMAN 
215 Main St . Port Washington 


Tel. POrt Washington 7-354 
BOOKS BOUGHT 














PETERS 


Delicatessen 


Tel. Amityville 4-1350 


176 Park Ave. Amityville 














Shovel and Crane Hire 


Donald E. Muncy, Inc. 
Specializing in 
Sand, Gravel and Fill 
Excavating and Grading 
Power Shovel Work 


Tel. Amityville 278 
Broadway Amityville, N. Y. 




















Call Blue Point 420 


IT MAKES a difference 
. « » When you use 
BLUE POINT 7 gundry 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 

















conditions. 


LONG ISLAND 


is located advantageously for light industry. 


Its suburban and rural areas offer ideal living 


Independent Textile Dyeing Co., Inc. 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 














D. A. ELDREDGE 
BUICK SALES AND SERVICE 





281 Main Street 








Established 1919 


Nassau County’s Largest Buick Dealer 
Tel. 7060 


HEMPSTEAD 

















AUGUST 1951 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


ymas “Reeve, Southold Slave. 


97 YMAS REEVE, a one 

time slave on the Cut- 
chogue farm of James Wick- 
ham Reeve, which was later 
owned by the Hon. William 
Wickham, was“oneof the most 
remarkable men ever men- 
tioned in the annals” of South- 
old town. Such was the dic- 
tum ot Rev. Dr. Epher Whit- 
aker, former unofficial histor- 
ian of the town. 

Elymas, familiarly known 
as Lymas or Lymus, was the 
son of “Reuben the Lawyer,” 
a slave of Deacon James 
Reeve. Lymas bore the name 
of his paternal grandsire who 
was the son of Pomp and Dor- 
cas. The elder Lymas and his 
brother Pomp were baptized 
Nov. 12, 1775 by Rev. John 
Davenport who the following 
month married the widow of 
his immediate predecessor in 
the local church, thereby ac- 
quiring a daughter of twenty 
summers. 

Reuben the Lawyer and his 
son Lymas bore the family 
name of one of the earliest 
settlers of the town. It was 
given Reuben by his owners 
and bestowed on Lymas in 
baptism and later in a deed for 
a small parcel of ground which 
he he'd until a few years be- 
fore his death. 

When the Reeve boys of 
English lineage twitted a son 
of Lymas and his wife that his 
grandfather Reuben stole 
their family name, the black 
boy came tack with the 
prompt and apt rejoirder, “hut 
your family had first stolen 
him.” 

Lymas Reeve was greatly 
respected by all his contemp- 
oraries. The intimacy between 
him and his reighbors when 
he was 77 years old is illus- 
trated in a public notice dated 
June 11, 1861. His name ap- 
peared thereon with Edward 
Reeve, G. B. Reeve, Charles 
R. Reeve, G. L. Conklin Jr. 
and J. F. Horton. The notice 
forbade the taking of fish from 


Dr. Glarence Ashton Wood 
Contributing Editor 


Mattituck pond near which 
they lived. Those who evi- 
dently had been so doing were 
requested to “secede forth- 
with.” Secession was of course 
at that time a word with a 
punch. 

Physically, Lymas was above 
the medium size. He was 
credited with being once the 
strongest man in the town. 
He learned to read and write 


The Old House, Cutchogue 


and “to cast up accounts” ac- 
curately. “Aunt Betty” Reeve, 
his owner, entrusted him with 
the entire management of her 
large farm. 

Lymas in 1806 joined the 
Cutckogue Presbyterian 
Church,‘of which he later be- 
came an official. At the time 
of his death he had been en- 
rolled as a member twelve 
years longer than any of his 
associates. 

His religious education was 
conducted mainly bv Betty, a 
slave of Joshua Tuthill, great- 
grandfather of Deacon Ira 
Tuthill. She was a ponderous 
woman, weighing about 300 
pounds. She had become en- 


tirely blind when 50 years of 
age—before Lymas was born. 

Betty had a retentive mind 
and had committed to memory 
much of the Bible and many 
of Watts’ hymns. During the 
forty years she lived in blind- 
ness the scene of her daily 
labor was chiefly in the kit- 
chen of Deacon Tuthill’s par- 
ents. There she_ instructed 
Lymas and others. She died 
about 1820 at the age of 90 
years. 

Lymas became a free man 





Courtesy Antiques Magazine 


in 1813. Asked whether he 
did not wish and pray for the 
deliverance of his fellow men 
from slavery in the South, his 
reply was: “Oh, yes! but 1 
more desire the deliverance of 
men here and everywhere 
from the dominion aad bond- 
age of sin.” 

One who worshipped with 
I'ymas Reeve at a meeting of 
the Presbytery of Long Island 
held at Mattituck about 1850, 
stated that in the midst of 
some routine business the 
moderator requested this 
humble and modest Christian 
to lead in prayer. “Forthwith”’, 
said the observer, “all sounds 


Continued on Page 153 
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Sayville 
Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. Tel. Sayville 19 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
3393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 


___ Mineola ee 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 


148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 


‘Hicksville 
SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 


Real Estate - 
90 Broadway 


Insurance 


Tel. Hicksville 600 


Farmingdale 1 
Factory Sites, Buildings 
See Grey Sosa, 291 Conklin St., 
Farmingdale. Real Estate Broker. 
Tel. Farmingdale 321. 
__ Riverhead ; 
DUGAN REALTY COMPANY-—- 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 
Port Washington _ 
Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
176 Main Street 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 
Freeport in 
JOHN J. RANDALL 
Freeport Real Estate 


Management Appraisals 
200 W. Sunrise Hy. Freeport 525 








Custom Builders 
Billson Housing Corp. 


900 Merrick Road 
Nassau Shores, L. 1., N. Y. 


Wm. F. Trautwein 
Sayville 2425-w MAssapequa 6-2920 














Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
Phone Amityville 1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 
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much new equipment, and soon had 
it on the way to paying dividends. 

He did the same thing to the 
Philadelphia & Reading R.R., and 
by 1886 Austin Corbin was presi- 
dent of four railroads and a director 
in many other corporations, one of 
them being The Western Union 
Telegraph Co. In 1885 Corbin 
bought the Long Beach Hotel and 
other property there, including the 
railway to Point Lookout, paying 
$375,000 for it all. 

That same year a group of men 
including Corbin bought 4,000 acres 
of land at Medford, L. I. Part of 
that property became the L.I.R.R. 
Experimental Farm operated in the 
1920s by Hal B. Fullerton and his 
wife, Edith Loring Fullerton. Cor- 
bin also bought property in the 
Shinnecock Hills which he sold off 
in 1886 at $3,000 an acre. 

He was very much interested in 
the promotion of Montauk as a 
steamship terminal and the railroad 
was built from Bridgehampton to 
Fort Pond Bay during his presi- 
dency. The Oyster Bay Branch that 
had terminated at Locust Valley 
for several years was extended into 
Oyster Bay in June 1889, and Aus- 
tin Corbin was a member of a group 
of men that contributed funds to 
purchase the five-mile_ right-of- 
way. He proposed subways for 
New York City and brought an en- 
gineer from England at his own 
expense, had plans drawn and bor- 
ings made, but the time was not 
ripe for it. 

Corbin’s faith in the 
Long Island was shown by 
purchase in 1877 of a 1,000-acre 
tract of land on the east side of 
Deer Park Ave., North Babylon. He 
built a home there, placed about 
350 acres under cultivation, and 
made the remainder into a game 
preserve with a deer enclosure and 
a lake that was stocked with fish. 
One day in the autumn of 1886 
James Feeney, his foreman, went 
into a deer pen to feed the animals 
and was pinnd to a tree and gored 
in the thigh by a Rocky Mountain 
buck deer. The buck was driven off 
by another man and Feeney in due 
time recovered from his injuries. 

Corbin celebrated the fiftieth 
year of the incorporation of the 
L.I.R.R. in August 1884 by taking 
800 excursionists on a special train 
out into the Shinnecock Hills, and 
treating them to a clambake. At 
Christmas time that year he pre- 
sented each railroad employee with 
a turkey, and the next Christmas 


future of 
the 


Continued on next page 


Nassau Shores, Massapequa 


GILMAN J. COLLAMORE 
Licensed Realtor 
Merrick and Unqua Roads 
Massapequa 2297 and 940 





Commack 
JOHN W. NOTT- 
Established 1925 
Country Homes - Farms - Acreage 
Jericho Tpk. Tel. Commack 2268 
‘Huntington 
HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 








Wyandanch 





HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wvandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 





Mastic 


BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Realtor - Insuror - Appraisor 
Montauk Highway 
Phone Center Moriches 86 


Glen Head 


M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Tel. Glen Cove 491 
Glenwood Rd., near Glen Cove Rd. 














Westhampton Beach 


EDWARD H. ROGERS, Realtor 
Ocean, Bay and Sound Frontage, 
Acreage, Summer Residences for 
sale and rent. 

Phone West Hampton 1827 








Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 








Blue Point 


E. H. NOBLE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Blue Point Ave., opp. Brick Church 
Tel. Blue Point 901 & 1543-J 








Northport 
EDWARD BIALLA 
Edwin N. Rowley Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street Northport 108 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
_ Phen HEmpstead 2-6858 





i Patchogue 


Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 


Glen Cove 





HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephens 4- 1600 


Westbury 


‘HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Wetey and Vicinity 


Floral Park 


EDMUND ‘D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tys son Ave. Floral Park 333 


hide Renbeaoue 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 


Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 


BENT WEST" 


Real Estate -Insurance 


East JETAUKET 
Long island, New York 
le 1.101 Setauket 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mer. 
199-A Broadway, Amityville Tel. 376 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 


Insurance — Real Estate 
George S. Colyer, Secy. 
roadway and Park Ave. 
Tel. Amityville 1% 
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contributed $1,000 to a fund to aid 
sick and disabled employees. 

Austin Corbin liked speed 
whether he was riding behind a 
pair of spirited horses or a loco- 
motive. One November day in 1882 
he rode from Babylon to Hunters 
Point in a special train drawn by 
engine 81 with Engineer William 
Parsons at the throttle who made 
the 39-mile run in 42 minutes. 

His last great enterprise was to 
create a great game preserve near 
his birthplace at Newport, N.H., 
which was eleven miles long, four 
miles wide, and contained 26,000 
acres. He spent a million dollars 
to stock it with animals. 

Austin Corbin’s life came 
tragic end on June 4, 1896. Coming 
out of the grounds of his country 
place at Newport, N.H., in his car- 
riage, the horses took fright, ran 
away and threw the occupants of 
the carriage down an embankment 
against a stone wall. Corbin’s 
skull and right leg were fractured, 
the latter in two places, and he died 
at 9:42 p. m. that day. His coach- 
man, M. Stckes, died of similar 
injuries at 6 p.m. Corbin Edgell, a 
grandson, and Dr. Paul Kunzier, 
the other occupants of the carriage 
were not severely injured. 

Corbin was buried in Woodlawn 
Cemetery, N. Y., on Tuesday June 
9th. Hannah M. Wheeler whom 
he had married in 1853, and a son 
and daughter survived him. A 
newspaper cut cf 1886 showed 
Austin Corbin looking very much 
like the typical businessman of that 
period with a full face, the upper 
part clean shaven, and a medium 
leneth beard on his chin. 

The following is taken from a 
long editorial in a South Shore 
paper dated June 13, 1896: “Austin 
Corbin did not devote his time and 
talents to the improvement of Long 
Island from philanthropic motives 
alone; he made money and because 
he did, so did many others, even 
some who were not dssociated with 
him. Long Island owes much to 
Austin Corbin, and should honor his 
memory.” 


to a 


At a memorial service 
L.LR.R. employees Joseph Cum- 
mings, Supt. of Bridges, disclosed 
that in addition to his many other 
activities Austin Corbin was the 
author of a poem, and also a book. 

Corbin’s North Babylon estate, 
which was known in 1902 as the 
Forrest Farm, was sold that year 
to Arthur A. Housmann. 


Continued on next page 


held by 


721 Franklin Ave. 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 


~ Wantagh 
W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 
Babylon 
CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 
: ~ Center Moriches 




















AUGUST STOUT, JR. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Main Street Center Moriches 400 
Great Neck 


a _ ates 


LONG ISLAND 
REAL ESTATE 
City Line to Montauk Point 
Listings of real estate wanted 
all over Long Island. 
Sales offices 310 North Blvd. 
Lake Success, Great Neck 
Tei. Great Neck 5614 
Mattituck 8434 


_Garden City 


BULKLEY¢ ORTON (0. 


(REALTORS 
CF OFFICES 








‘Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization” 
Tel. Garden City 7-6400 











Joseph Annino 


Real Estate - Insurance 
201 Higbie Lane - West Islip 


Phones—Bus: Babylon 1960 
Res: Babylon 1668 
West Islip's First Established Ins. Agency 


=) 
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ANTHRACITE 
Bituminous Coal 


Esso Fuel Oil 
Phone HEmpstead 2-2510 
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Hampton Bays 


Licensed Real Estate Broker 
1 East Main Street 
Telephone 420 


Merrick 


TOM ABBOTT 
Realtor - Insurance 
29 West Sunrise Highway 

Tel. FReeport 8-0899 
West Hempstead 


CHARLES H. LANGDON 
Realtor and Insurance 
224 Hempstead Turnpike 
Telephone Hempstead 3361-2-3 








Headquarters 
FOR 
Home Owners 
LUMBER 
HARDWARE 
TOOLS 














| Home Appliances 


Wall Paper Paint 


Nassau Suffolk 


LUMBER & SUPPLY 


Eight Convenient Locations 
on Long Island 








Long Island Forum Index 


Index of Long Island Forum, years 


1938-47 inclusive. About 40 pages 


compiled by Miss Marguerite V. 


Doggett, Librarian L. I. Collection, 


Queens Borough Public Library, 


Jamaica 2, N. Y¥. Done by photo 


offset process. $1 postpaid. Order 


from Miss Doggett. 


| Wines & Liquors 








IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 


Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 


201 Broadway, Amityville Tel. 33 
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Some wrtiers have confused the 
old house at Cutchogue, within 
sight of the main street and high- 
way 25, with the original Horton 
house which was demolished at 
Southold in 1879. The latter stood 
at the northwest corner of South- 
old’s main street and Hortons Lane. 
It was one of the oldest houses on 
Long Island, having been built 
about 1640 by Barnabas Horton, 
one of Southold’s earliest settlers. 
The house at Cutchogue is also 
very old, having built by 
Benjamin Horton, Barna- 
bas. 

One writer stated that 
chogue house was the Barnabas 
Horton house and was built at 
Ashamomoque and moved from 
there to Cutchogue. Of course 
Barnabas Horton did not locate at 
Ashamomoque. A glance at the 
gigantic chimney built in the mid- 
dle of the Cutchogue house would 
convince anyone that the house was 
built where it stands. 

Upton Downs, Roving Reporter. 








Two Horton Houses 


been 
son of 


the Cut- 
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As to Zopher Hawkins 
By H. P. Horton 


I believe that one Zopher Haw- 
kins of South Setauket in Brook- 
haven town was the only Long 
Islander to be made a captive by 
Indians and to be held as such for 
a considerable length of time. 
Zopher remained in that unpleasant 
status for three years. I say un- 
pleasant although the South Se- 
tauket farmer, for such he was, 
married a squaw during his stay 
with the redskins, according to Miss 
Kate Wheeler Strong, who wrote 
a tale on the subject some years 
ago. 

It would however, 


seem, tnat 
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TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For _Kesults 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
/ Summer, Fall acd Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. / 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECORATION & DISPLAY 


Courses prepare students for the fascinating 
fields of decoration and display in minimum 
time, day or evening ree Placement 
Bureau. Send for Circ. ¢ Phone CO. 5-2077. 
TER ! Gradvates in Demand! 
TRAPHAGEN, 1680 Broadway (S2nd St.) New York 19 


Massapequa 
MARJORIE R. POST 
Charles E. Krohn Agency 
Insurance - Real Estate 
Tel. Massapequa 6-0925 and 6-0717 





St ony Brook a 
L. C. CLARKE COMPANY 
SERVICE - COURTESY 
EFFICIENCY 
Tel. Stony Brook 37 


Bay Shore 





Auto and Other Insurance 
Real Estate Appraisals 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
84 E. Main St. Bay Shore 1442 


East “No rw ic h 
Richard Downing & Sons 
GENERAL INSURANCE 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 

Tel. Oyster Bay 592 

North Hempstead Turnpike 








ke SCHWARZ 
=) FLORIST 
PHONE 


F Armingdale 2-0816 
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Suffolk Typewriter 
Repair Co. 
ROYAL Sales, Service, Rentals 
All Makes Sold, Repaired, Rented 
Adding Machines 

199 W. Main St 


Office Equipment 


Bay Shore Tel. 986 














Mortgage Money 
Available 


NO APPRAISAL FEES 


The Union Savings Bank 
of Patchogue, N. Y. 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 

















AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. Amityville 99-910 
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*"Lymas Reeve 
Continued from page 149 
of whispering voices, moving 
feet, rustly dresses, books and 
papers were hushed with per- 
fect silence.” 

Then the “deep, powerful, 
magnetic voice” of Lymas 
Reeve “in tones not less sonor- 
ous than a trumpet poured 
forth a flood of adoration and 
praise so majestic in thought, 
so profound in feeling, so 
graceful and biblical in lang- 
uage’’, said the narrator, “that 
all hearts were affected as 
the trees are moved by the 
mighty wind.” 

Continued he who was pre- 
sent: “It has been my happi- 
ness to hear the prayers of 
many Christian ministers of 
renown, and the devotions of 
not a few other men of note — 
judges, senators, governors 
and scholars in the highest 
places of science — but I have 
never heard any man pray 
with more propriety, sub- 


limity and fervor than Lymas 
prayed.” 
Lymas in 1822, when about 


30 years old, married Hagar 
whose ancestors had belonged 
to an English family in the 
western part of Suffolk Coun- 
ty. They reared four daugh- 
ters and four sons. 

When “Aunt Betty” Reeve, 
Lymas’ former owner died in 
1820 she gave him an acre of 
her farm land. At the death 
of his father Lymas succeeded 
to the ownership of the latter’s 
house and three and a half 
acres of land previously known 
as the Obadiah Hudson place, 
once owned by Timothy Reeve 
who became a policeman in 
New York City. 

When Mattituck was onened 
for settlement in 1660 the 
main thoroughfare ran south 
of the pond. In 1710 the road 
was changed to the north side 
of the “greate fresh pond” 
(Marratooka Lake) as it is 
now. The houses of the large 
landowners were located on 
the north side of what came to 
be known as the Kings High- 
way, now the South Road, a 
part of Route 25. 

In 1849 Lymas ard Haar 
moved into an old house on 
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Attic Stairs, Old House, Cutchogue 


James Van Alst Photo 


the north side of the pond 
facing it and the' warm rays 
of the sun, with its back to 
the relocated highway. The 
title to the house had passed 
before that date from Ger- 
shom Howell, a carpenter, to 
Parthenia Reeve, daughter of 
Lymas and Hagar. There they 
lived for several decades, Ly- 
mas for forty-five years. This 
property and the land which 
came to Lymas from his 
father were sold at his death 
by his children to Irad Gilder- 
sleeve. 

Parthenia Reeve had a 
daughter Josephine (Silone) 
Yates who became a woman of 
culture, an accomplished lec- 
turer and prominent represen- 
tative of the colored section 
in the National Association of 
Women’s Clubs. She resided in 
Kansas City, Mo. 

John B. Reeve, the youngest 
son of Lymas and Hagar, born 
1831, graduated from Colum- 
bia University ahd from 
Union Theological Seminary 
in a class of thirty-four, a'l of 
whom were white but him- 
self. 

For several years he was a 
professor in Howard Univer- 
sity rear Washington, D. C 
Later he became the nastor of 
a Presbyterian Church in Phil- 
adelphia, which had a mem- 


Courtesy Antiques Magazine 
bership of more than 300. He 
was also honored with the de- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity. 

When old age came upon 
Lymas the maladies of his 
body were multiplied. He died 
April 10, 1870, a pleasant Sab- 
bath near the time of the an- 
nual town meeting day which 
he had often attended at 
Southold. 

His near neighbor and inti- 
mate friend Rev. James T. 
Hamlin of Mattituck preached 
Lymas’ funeral sermon in the 
Cutchogue Church. Rev. Hale, 
pastor of that church and Rev. 
Edwards of Aquebogue also 
took part in the service. Ly- 
mas was buried in the old 
Cutchogue cemetery beside 
Hagar who had died several 
years before. 

One of his contemporaries 
said of Lymas that he was a 
man of integrity, industry, 
frugality, equanimity of tem- 
per, amiable in disposition, full 
of kindliness, helpful in his re- 
lations with men, rich in faith 
towards God, and very patient 
in sickness and affliction. 

Likes Village House 

Was #lad to read that brief story 
about Village House, Orient. I’ve 
been there, and it’s surely worth 
another visit. 

J. B. Truelson, Levittown. 
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Zopher’s married life with the 
Indians was not entirely satisfac- 
tory, for when he managed to es- 
cape he deserted his copper-hued 
spouse and returned to South Se- 
tauket alone. There he found 
things in a rather upset condition 
as the Revolution was being fought 
and Setauket was the scene of much 
guerilla warfare. 

Young Zopher (he was still only 
in his early twenties, having been 
born in 1756) joined in the fracas 
against the British and because of 
his skill in Indian tactics which he 
had learned during his three years’ 
captivity, proved a real gadfly to 
the redcoats and Tories. Again to 
borrow from the well posted Miss 
Strong, he took part in one local 
engagement against British troops 
who had arrived at Setauket in a 
whaleboat and bedded down at 
Tyler’s Tavern (which stood on the 
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Clinton Academy Museum 
East Hampton, N. Y. 


Local Antiques 
Open Weekdays 2 - 5 P. M. 


Exhibition 


Colonial Lighting Devices 








For the L. I. Bookshelf 


‘The 275th Anniversary Book- 
let of the Old First Presby- 
terian Church. 
Old Father Goose 
Verses by the Wayside 
All three for $7 


Lawrence F. Deutzman 


Smithtown Branch, L. I. 




















Village House 


Oysterponds Historical Society, Inc. 
Village Lane, Orient 
Open Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday, 2 to 5 
July Ist to October 31st 
Admission Free 
The Society would appreciate 
gifts or loans of old photographs, 
documents, letters and other arti- 
cles of historical interest pertain- 
ing to the east end of Long Island. 


Clothes - Tools - Paints 
Desks - ‘Typewriters 


Suffolk Surplus Sales 


Sunrise Highway, Massapequa, L. I. 
(FRANK BUCK’S) 
MAssapequa 6-4220 C. A. Woehning 














We’ve Never Paid Less Than 


fs 1 INTEREST 
1% 


DIVIDEND 
Your savings are insured up to $10,000 





Write today for our handy save-by-mail kit 


Suffolk County Federal 





Savings and Loan 





Association 


Cadman H. Frederick, President 
Main Street Tel. 600 Babylon, N. Y. 


Member Federal Home Loan Bank of New York 





Member Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corporation, 
Washington, D. C. 














DRY CLEANING FUR STORAGE 
é ? } | 


RUG CLEANING AMITYVILLE 3200 
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“She 


PERHAPS on. some wild 

night of wind and storm 
a sound of a galloping horse 
may remind some one on the 
Grannie Road of the tale told 
by a forebear of the gallant 
woman for whom the old road 
was named. 

The Grannie Road is an old, 
old road. I find it mentioned 
in the Brookhaven Town 
Records in the year 1799. I 
have never traveled this road, 
but it is located as “running 
from Farmingville to the ful- 
lers mill in Yaphank.” 

The Grannie for whom the 
road was named was, it is said, 
a Mrs. Fletcher. She was first 
called ‘‘Doctress” and later 
“Grannie”’ for she was a born 
doctor. In earlier times I fear 
she would have been taken for 
a witch, for she rode a fast 
horse and always wore a red 
camelot cloak of wool—per- 


haps from her own sheep. 


I wonder whether she defied 
convention and rode astride, 
on a saddle whose pommels 


were made of cloth-covered 
cow horns, as some old saddles 
were. Along the road that car- 
ries her name she was looked 
upon an an angel of mercy for 
her coming made childbirth 
easier and brought relief to 
many a sufferer. 


I imagine she used many 
herbs and other simple reme- 
dies, but only one of her many 
cures is recorded. A lady who 
had a very painful felon on a 
finger had been awake with it 
all night and was almost fran- 
tic. Someone heard the sound 
of a galloping horse and with 
the cry “There comes Gran- 
nie’, ran out into the road. 
Grannie’s horse knew at once 
what was wanted and slid to 
a stop. 

When Grannie saw the 
finger she asked for wool from 
a black sheep, something I 
imagine which they did not 
usually have on hand as black 
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ale of Grannie ‘Road 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


sheep were rather rare. How- 
ever, they managed to find 
some of the required wooi 
which she burned into a 
smudge. When she held the 
sore finger in the smoke the 
pain eased. Then Grannie hur- 
ried on her way to the next 
case. 

Many years have _ passed 
since then. Nobody knows 
where Grannie lived or where 
she was buried. But the name 
of the road brings back from 
the past a vision of the flying 
rider in her red cloak on an 
errand of mercy to some lonely 
farmhouse where no doctor 
ever came. The road’s name 
is her memorial: May the 
Town Fathers never change it. 


Caroline Episcopal Church, Setauket 


Liked Cold Spring Harbor Story 
Please extend my congratulations 
to Estelle Valentine Newman whose 
“Picnic and Excursions” 
gave such a splendid picture of 
Cold Spring Harbor 75 years ago. 
What with its old time whaling 
and now the seat of one of the 
country’s leading biological labora- 
tories, this little north shore com- 
munity has certainly had a varied 
history. 
Claudia Gershom, Hewlett 


Groves 


Catalogue Your Relics. 


Why not a catalogue of Long 
Island relics? Ask your readers to 
tell what they have in the way of 
heirlooms. It will be useful infor- 
mation for those interested in the 
island’s traditions. 

I have a whaling harpoon which 
was found on the ocean shore near 
Amagansett some years ago. 

J. Allen DeFoe, Queens. 


Photo by F. Kull 
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BOOKS 


These items for Long Island stu- 
dents, libraries and collectors are 
now available. For particulars ad- 
dress the Long Island Forum. 


History of the City of New York, 
1880, 920 pages, illustrated. By 
Mary Louise Booth, born at Yap- 
hank, daughter of the village 
miller. Became first editor of 
Harper’s Bazaar. 

Revolutionary Incidents of Queens 
County, by Henry Onderdonk, 
Jr., 264 pages including index. 
Published 1846. 

Pirates and Buccaneers of the 
Atlantic Coast, by E. R. Snow, in 
six parts, illustrated. 350 pages. 
First edition. 1944. 

Historical and Descriptive Sketches 
of Suffolk County, by Richard M. 
Bayles. 1874. 450 pages. Con- 
taining also Dr. Peck’s “Short 
History of Lakeland”. 

Stories of Old Long Island. Bird- 
sall Jackson. 230 pages. Also his 
Pipe Dreams and Twilight Tales, 
234 pages, and How They Lived, 
222 pages. Reduced price for all 
three. 

They Came Here First. Thé Epic 
of the American Indian. D’Arcy 
MeNickle. First Edition. 

Adeline, The Victim of Seduction, 
in 3 acts. John Howard Payne. 
Also Wives as They Were, 5-act 
comedy. By Mrs. Inchbald. Also 
The Woodman’s Hut, in 3 acts. 
Original edition. 1825. 

Refugees of 1776 from Long tstand- 
to Connecticut. Frederic 'Greg- 
ory Mather. 1200 pages of Rev- 
olutionary and colonial data on 
Long Island families. 1913. 

Men of Our Times, by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin, and whose father, 
Rev. Lyman Be echer, was 
preacher at East Hampton. Pub- 
lished 1868. 575 pages, 18 steel 
engravings and many other illus- 
trations. 

Journal of the Life and Religious 
Labors of Elias Hicks of Jericho, 
L. I. 1832. 451 pages. This native 
son of Nassau County became one 
of America’s leading Quaker 
preachers. 

Nassau County, The Netherland of 
the New World. Arthur L. 
Hodges. 1940. 82 pages. Cloth 
binding. 

Adventures For God. A History of 
St. George’s Episcopal Church, 
Hempstead. By Dr. John Syl- 
vanus Haight. 1932. 278 pages. 
Illustrated. 

Island 

610 


Long 
Ruther. 
271p. 

Historic Long Island. 
Rockwell Wilson. 
trated. 364 pages. 

Indian Place-Names 
Island and _ Islands 
Willaim Wallace 
S14p. 


To-Day. Frederick 
illustrations. 1909 


1902. Rufus 
Fully illus- 


on Long 
Adjacent. 
Tooker. 1911 


15¢ 


The Social History of Flatbush, and 
Manners and Customs of the 
Dutch Settlers in Kings County. 
Gertrude Lefferts Vanderbilt. 
1899-1882. 351p. 

Records, Town of Brookhaven, up 
to 1800. Compiled by Town Clerk. 
1880. 219p. 

Collections of the N. Y. Historical 
Society for 1869. 560p. ¢ 
John Eliot’s First Indian Teacher 
and Interpreter, Cockenoe-De- 
Long Island, and the story of his 
career from the earliest records. 
Wm. Wallace Tooker. 1896. 60p. 
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The Eastern District of Brooklyn. 
Eugene L. Armbruster. 1912 205p. 

Antiquities of Long Island, to which 
is added a bibliography by Henry 
Onderdonk, Jr. Edited by Frank 
Moore. Gabriel Furman. 1875. 
478p. 

Stony Brook Secrets. Edward A. 
Lapham. 1942. 146p. 

Old Southold Town’s Tercentenary. 
Ann Hallock Currie-Bell. 1940. 
161p. 

Bailey’s Long Island History in 

two volumes. 1000 pages, 43 chap- 

ters, 200 illustrations. 1949. 








Pamphlets by the Forum 


Long Island, Cradle of Aviation, 
by Preston R. Bassett, president 
Nassau County Historical Society. 
The island’s part in world aero- 
nautics, republished from Bailey’s 
Long Island History. 

First Train to Greenport, 1844, 
by Dr. Clarence A. Wood, for 
more than 40 years research attor- 
ney for the Court of Appeals, at 
Albany. 

History of the Storms and Gales 
on Long Island, by Osborn Shaw, 
Official Historian, Town of Brook- 
haven; The Hurricane of 1938, by 
Dorothy Quick, Poetess and Novel- 
ist. Limited, numbered edition. 
Out of print. 

History of Setauket Presbyterian 
Church, by Kate W. Strong, with 
introduction by the Rev. Frank M. 
Kerr, Hempstead. Limited number 
edition of 200. 

The Talented Mount Brothers, 
by Jacqueline Overton, autho” of 
“Long Island’s Story” and Libra- 
rian of the Children’s Library, 
Westbury, with introduction by 
Harry Peters, art collector, critic, 
author and lecturer. Limited num- 
bered edition of 500. 

David Frothingham, 
rat r, by Nancy Royd 
Official Historian, Village 
Harbor. 


Leng Island’s First Italian, 1439, 
by Berne A. Pyrke, former New 
York State Commissioner of Agri- 
culture and Markets. 

Streamlining a County Welfare 
Service, by Edwin W. Wallace, 
Commissioner Public Welfare, 
Nassau County. 

To Flerida and Bock from Long 
Island (in 29-Foot Fishing Skiff), 
bv Captain Charles Suydam, Jr., 
off-shore fisherman extraordinary. 
L’Hommedieu, Jsland 
Statesman, by Dr. Clarence 
Ashton Wood. A_ biographical 
sketch of Southold Town’s famous 
native son, “Father of the Board of 
Rerents”. 


Pioneer 
Willey, 
of Sag 


Ezra 


History of Patchogue Congrega- 
tivnal Church, by Frank Overton, 
M.D. 


History of the Long Island State 
Parks, by Chester R. Blakelock, 
Executive Secretary, Long Island 
State Park Commission. Repub- 
lished from Bailey’s Long Island 
History. For particulars address 
author, Babylon, N. Y. 


Birthplace of John Howard 
Payne, by Dr. Clarence Ashton 
Wood, Contributing Editor Long 
Island Forum. A comprehensive 
presentation of conclusive proof 
that the author of “Home, Sweet 
Home” was born in New York City. 
Limited edition. 


A Small Boat Trip to Florida 
(Winter of 1947-48), by Captain 
Charles Suydam, Jr. 


True Teles from the early days 
of Long Island, as told by Kate W. 
Strong, based on records, documents 
and other data in her private col- 
lection 12 Pamphlets, each one 
containing a number of Miss 
Strong’s original stories, reprinted 
from the Long Island Forum. For 
particulars address Miss Kate W. 
Strong, The Cedars, Setauket, L. I. 


Long Island Whaling, by Na- 
thaniel R. Howell. 


Earliest English Schocls on Lona 
Island, by Nathaniel R. Howell. 


The Pottery at Huntington, by 
Romanah Sammis, Official His- 
torian, Town of Huntington. For 
sale by Huntington Historical So- 
ciety. 


Distribution of Wild Orchids on 
Long Island by Roy Latham, well 
known authority. Limited, num- 
bered edition. Sold by author, 
Orient, L. I 


Five Thousand Years of Relief, 
by Edwin W. Wallace, Commis- 
sioner Public Welfare, Nassau 
County; President, New York As- 
sociation of Public Welfare Of- 
ficials. 


Tales of An Island and Its Peo- 
ple, by Dr. Clarence A. Wood. A 
group of seven sketches on Long 
Island’s famous horses and horse- 
men of yesteryear, and other his- 
torical subjects. 
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site of the present Community 
Hcuse). Zopher and a_ neighbor 
were the only ones to survive this 
crdeal, Zopher by feigning dead (an 
old Indian trick) and his companion 
by climbing up inside the chimney. 
This old tavern building was later 
moved up the hill and I believe is 
still standing with a number of 
bullet-holes in its timbers to mem- 
orialize the above engagement. 

As for Zopher Hawkins, he took 
part in other skirmishes and bat- 
tles during the Revolution, coming 
through unscathed. Later he mar- 
ried a girl 21 years his junior and, 
I suppose, lived happily ever after. 
At least he lived to the ripe old 
age of 91 and was buried in a little 
graveyard at South Setauket where 
his headstone proclaims, among 
other data, that “he lived a quiet 
and peacefull life.” 

*x* * * 
Thanks, Dr. Wood 

Dr. Wood, your contributing 
editor, has settled the Hulbert Flag 
Hoax for all time, same as he 
did the John Howard Payne Hoax. 
When will local so called “histo- 
rians” learn that they cannot foist 
any old thing over on us gullible 
*teen-agers. We want the truth. 
Grace Terrel LeCluse Class of ’51 

* K * 


Old Road Names 

Give us some more stories on 
how old roads got their strange 
names. Miss Strong’s story on 
Canal Road where no canal ever 
existed, and on Whiskey Road 
which was christened with the 
stuff are well worth putting in the 
record. G. H. Furniss, Flushing. 


Peep deliow 


On New York State's 
Oldest Cattle Range 





A guest ranch offering ocean bathing 
and fishing, golf, hiking and riding. Rest- 
ful, healthful accommodations. 


BILL COOPER, Manager 
Montauk Point Tel. 2995 








Tel. Babylon 265 


W. E. MAGEE, Inc. 
APPRAISER 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Brokers 
Babylon, N. Y. 
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South Side High School, Rockville Centre 














JONES 


LAWN MOWER 
COMPANY 


Exclusiveiy devoted to Sales and 
Service of Lawn Mowers for 26 
years, 


Buy Where You Get Service 





Expert repair se 
power mower 
BRIGGS AND STRATTON 
Authorized Service 
186 E. Main St. Bay Shore 
Phone Bay Shore 2024 


n all makes of band and 

















BEAU SEJOUR 


All dishes prepared 
to order 


PHONE HICKSVILLE 91 


BETHPAGE, L. I. 











History, Tradition, Legend 


The Forum has been designated to dispose 


of the works of the late Birdsall Jackson. 


The 


three books contain delightful stories about in- 
teresting Long Islanders of bygone days. 
They are: ‘‘Stories of Old Long Island,’’ 


“How They 
Twilight 
as special club offer. 


‘Tales.’’ 


Lived’’ and ‘‘Pipe Dreams and 
Write for prices, singly or 


Long Island Forum, Amityville, N. Y. 
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Fashion Looks Ahead To Fall 


is one of the coming sea- 
most important colors, and 
the three dresses here are all gray 
in as many different shades; the 
designs are originals by students at 
Traphagen School of Fashion, New 
York. A simple oxford gray taf- 
feta, chic for afternoon and cock- 
tails all winter (top left), was cre- 
ated by Gloria Grouten, its student 
designer who also models the dress 
as a late-summer-into-fall ward- 
freshener. The other two 
designed and modeled by 
Joyce Strang, are for fall wear. 
At top right is a blue-gray jac- 
quard silk with split jabot at the 
bosom, and below, a soft gray wool 
wear plain and. slim 
with its flying panel- 
type apron. All three frocks were 
made by these young women in 
their Clothing Construction class 
at Traphagen. 


Gray 


ons 


robe 


dresses, 


dress to 
skirted or 


From Special Collection 


Historic Rufus R. 
Wilson. 
Southold 
B. Hallock. 
Records of Smithtown, 
Pelletreau. 
Huntington 
vols. 
East Hampton 
vols. 1 and 2. 
Dr. Epher Whitaker Mem- 


Long Island, 


Celebration 1919, Ella 


Wm. S 


Town’ Records, 


Town Records, 
Rev. 
orial. 
Southold 
Metta 
Felks, 
Choice. 
History of 
Ross, 2 vels. 
Munsell’s Biorravhical Record of 
Suffslk County, 1896. 


Histcrical Novels by 
Horton Cock: Yennycott 
Jennie’s Choice, Helen’s 
Peter 


Long Island, 
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N. Y. State Marriage 
previous to 1784, Tucker. 
For 
Island 


Licenses 


prices, etc., address 
Forum, Amityville. 


Long 








Evans 


AMITYVILLE DAIRY, INc. 
AMITYVILLE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
BLUE POINT 




















Auto Radiators Repaired, Recored and Boiled Out 
Electric Motors—Rewinding and Rebuilding 


AMITYVILLE BATTERY & IGNITION SERVICE, Inc. 
Phones 1174 - 2095 


Broadway and Avon Place 


Amityville 














Bailey’s Long Island History 


A limited number of sets of 
the Long Island History, com- 
piled by Paul Bailey and pub- 
lished last year by the Lewis 
Historical Publishing Com- 
panv of New York, has been 
made available through the 
Long Island Forum at one- 
third off the publishers’ price. 

This drastic reduction from 
the original price of $43.59 is 
made possible by eliminating 
volume 3 which consists en- 
tirely of biographical sketches. 

Volumes 1 and 2 comprise 
the complete History as com- 
piled by Editor Bailey and 
written by leading authorities 
in everv field, consisting of 
more than 1900 pages, 43 
chapters and 200 illustrations. 

These handsomely printed 
and bourd deluxe books (size 
8x10% inches) will be sent, 
while they last, in the same 
order that applications are re- 
ceived. Price $30. 

Besides the complete history 
of the island, from its discov- 
ery, including chapters on geo- 


p> 


logy and archaeology, there 
are separate chapters on each 
of the towns in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, the history 
of the leading church denom- 
inations, whaling, fishing, 
shell fisheries, agriculture, 
medicine, banking, education, 
aviation and many other sub- 
jects. 

Long Island Birdlife is com- 
piled by Edwin Way Teale, 
nationally known authority; 
the island’s mammals, by Dr. 
W. J. Hamilton, Cornell zoolo- 
gist. The most extensive cov- 
erage of the island’s Indians 
ever printed was prepared by 
John H. Morice. Among the 
authors represented are J. 
Russel Sprague, Dr. Oscar G. 
Darlington, Dr. Clarence Ash- 
ton Wood, Miss Jacqueline 
Overton, Rev. John K. Sharp, 
Chester PR. Blakelock, Osborn 
Shaw, Herbert F. Ricard, 
Preston R. Bassett, Robert R. 
Coles, Halsey B. Knapp, 
Nancy Boyd Willey, Mary E. 
Bell—in all more than forty 
such authorities. 


Convenient Payments Arranged 


Address: LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Amityville, N. Y. 


Tel. Amityville £54 





BUILDING with LONG ISLAND 


Stee 0901 


Incorporated in 1910 the Long Island Lighting Company actually began operations in June 
1911. Then the Company had 35 employees, 1,089 electric customers and no gas consumers. 
Its total assets were less than $800,000. 


Through the years the Company has kept pace with the ever expanding demands for gas 
and electric service. As a result, in 1951 the Long Island Lighting Company is a vast public 
utility organization with nearly 5,000 employees. It supplies more than 345,000 electric and 
approximately 235,000 gas customers residing on Long Island from the Rockaway Peninsula 
to Montauk Point. Its assets are approximately $200,000,000. 


MS j 


BACK IN 1911, construction on Long Island proceeded at a TODAY line trucks are equipped with mechanical winches to 
slower pace. Line extensions were built by manpower alone, with- raise poles. They carry complete stocks of line-building materials 
out the aid of modern mechanical equipment. to speed our construction program. 





rs 


sopemngngnnpneane ane 





MODERN PLANTS like our new 100,000 kw elec- 
tric generating station located at Port Jefferson 
serve our rapidly growing territory... In step 
with Long Island’s future needs, additional 
100,000 kw generators are under way at our 
Glenwood and Far Rockaway power stations. 


The job still goes on—new and enlarged power 
plants; gas mains and transmission lines 
extended and increased; more substations, 
meters, services; new business offices. In 1951 
—as in every year—our Company continues 
to grow by serving. 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 











THE HOTEL 


Henry Perkins 


A Metropolitan Hote} 


in Country Setting 


Riverhead, Long Island 


“Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. Babylon 480 


DANCING 
FRANK FRIEDE’S 
Riverside Inn 


Table d’ Hote and a la Carte 


On Jericho Turnpike 
Route 25 


SMITHTOWN, L. L, N. Y. 




















For Luncheons and Dinners 


The Patchogue Hotel 


Centrally located on the 
South Shore for Banquets 
and other functions 
Modern Rooms and Suites 
Montauk Highway 


Phones Patchogue 1234 and 800 


Hotel Amityville 


Delicious Food by Herman 
Our Swiss Chef 


George Hirsch atthe Hammond 
Organ nightly except Monday 


“The Melodaires”’ for your 


Dancing Pleasure 


Mickey Hayden at the Piano 


singing your favorites 


Broadway Amityville Tel. 107 


Cooper’s Hotel, Inc. 
Sam Ransom, Proprietor 
Luncheons’ Dinners 
Cocktails 
At the Foot of Clinton Ave. 
Bay Shore 


Phones Bay Shore 4860 and 188 

















HUNT'S 


at FARMINDALE on 
Babylon-Hempstead Turnpike 
Luncheons Dinners 
Cocktails 
High Quality Cuisine 
Saturdays 4 p.m. Sundays 1 p.m. 
Closed Mondays 
F Armingdale 2-1842 


The Shoreham 


Since 1903 
**On The Great South Bay** 


Specializing in 


SEA FOOD 





Foot of Foster Ave. Sayville 


Tel. Sayville 60 





Excellent Cuisine 


Breakfast- Luncheon - Dinner 


HOTEL PATIO 


Westhampton Beach 
Telephone Westhampton 1300 
Modern Hotel Service 
Cocktail Lounges 
Private Dining Rooms 


OPEN ALL YEAR 




















STERN’S 
Pickle Products 


Farmingdale, N. Y. 
Tels. 248; Night 891 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 


Enroute to the Hamptons 


on Montauk Highway 


visit CASA BASSO 224 


Enjoy the Best 


Westhampton 1841 





For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 


on Connetquot River 


OAKDALE 
Phone Sayville 248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 
































Where You Meet Your 
Friends 


Jimmy and Johnny’s 
Bay Restaurant 


Luncheons Dinners 


Foot of Maple Avenue 
Phone 479 Bay Shore 
CLOSED TUESDAYS 








The 
Massapequa 
=== Inn = 


Cozy Bar and Dining Room 
Rooms Day or Season 


West of Amityville Where 
Sunrise Highway Forks 


MASSAPEQUA 631 








Strohm’s 


1 Mile East of Babylon 
on the Merrick Road 


Specializing in Home Cooking 
LUNCHEONS DINNERS 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
Phone Babylon 663 
Mrs. Ferd Strohm Closed Mondays 
































